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Thabazimbi — A Saturday afternoon fire on 13 September
2025 reduced the well-known Neon Moon entertainment venue
to rubble, leaving only charred walls and bitter memories
behind. Thaba Fire & Rescue, supported by Northam Platinum
Zondereinde’s fire team, Thabazimbi Local Municipality’s
Waterberg Fire Unit, Wilmed Emergency Services, and SAPS,
fought the blaze for several hours. Despite their efforts, the
building was completely gutted. Thankfully, no injuries were
reported.

The fire reportedly started just after 12:00, first smouldering
and then erupting into full flames around half an hour later.
While the official cause has not yet been confirmed, suspicions
include a cigarette discarded near the grass-roofed section at
the back of the property.

Loss Beyond the Walls

For owners and tenants, the destruction is devastating.
Mandrazelle Jordaan, who owns the building, says it carried
deep personal value: “My late father bought this property over
30 years ago. Much of his belongings, which can never be
replaced, were lost in the fire.”

Tenant Hetta Nortier, owner of Neon Moon, explained that the
venue lost everything from pool tables, sound systems, and
stock, to treasured wedding décor and family photos. “We

managed to save a card machine, one speaker, and a tablet.
The rest is gone,” she said. Eleven families who depended on
the venue for work are now without an income.

Two residential flats behind the premises were also destroyed,
leaving tenants, including Ruben Nortier, with nothing but the
clothes on their backs.

Community Reactions

On social media, reactions were split. Some residents
expressed relief, complaining about noise, and late-night
parties. Others mourned the loss of what they described as a
“beautiful family-friendly venue”.

Thank You to First Responders

Thaba Fire & Rescue director Angelique Loots thanked all who
assisted: “From our teams on the roof to community members
bringing water, everyone did their part. A special thanks to
Northam Platinum Zondereinde’s fire team!”

An Uncertain Future

Rebuilding is complicated. With no insurance and the property
tied up in a family estate, there are no immediate plans to
restore the building. Both Jordaan and Nortier stressed that their
priority now is finding alternative employment opportunities.
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: "'I.'he aftermath — Neon
Moon reduced to ashes,
== only walls left standing.

Standing in the ruins — from left: Ruben Nortier (tenant and former employee),
property owner Mandrazelle Jordaan, and Neon Moon tenant Hetta Nortier.
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The blaze in full force as firefighters battled the flames. |

CHECK OUT THE
LATEST DEALS INSIDE

GAAN U DIE VRAAG ANTWOORD

OF MNIE, MEMNEER HAAS?

BUSHVELDER.

EK WEIER OM DIE VRAAG TE BEANTWOORD |
OPF GROND DAARVAN DAT EK NIE DIE
ANTWOORD WEET NIE.
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R2 Million Dagga and
Codeine Bust on R510

¥

R510 ROAD A DANGER ZONE
— BUT SANRAL RESPONDS

Thabazimbi/ Northam - The R510
between Thabazimbi and Northam has
once again come under fire, with residents
and road safety advocates raising
concerns about its hazardous condition.
As Platinum Bushvelder reported at the
end of August 2025, a total of 38 accidents
were recorded between July and August
this year on this road. Motorists have
pointed to potholes, a lack of shoulders,
and inadequate road signage as the main
culprits. The busy road carries heavy traffic
daily, including community members,
mining vehicles, and transport trucks —
making its safety a matter of urgency.

In a press release on 4 September 2025,
André Moss, Limpopo provincial leader
for the VF Plus, said: “The R510 poses
a serious threat to public safety. The fact
that the contractor abandoned the project
in November 2024, leaving the road in
an unsafe condition, is unacceptable.
Questions must also be asked about how
the same contractor was awarded a new

SANRAL’s response

Following mounting pressure, the
South African National Roads Agency
(SANRAL) provided clarity on the
status of the R510 project:

* Why the project stopped:
SANRAL confirmed that the original
budget was depleted, and the
project was brought to an early
close in November 2024. Additional
expenditure required approval before
new work could proceed.

Next steps: Anew procurement process
is underway to appoint a replacement
contractor. This will be finalised within
the next few months.

Completion outlook: With the project

currently 65% complete, SANRAL
estimates the remaining work will take
about 18 months once construction
resumes.

Safety measures in the meantime:
» Solid road markings have been
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The R510 between Northam and Thabazimbi: missing
shoulders and poor signage — a daily hazard for motorists.

implemented to discourage
overtaking.

Traffic signage is monitored daily
and replaced when damaged.
Potholes are repaired by
maintenance teams when they
occur.

Old road signs are being replaced
with heavy-duty reboundable
delineators for better visibility.
Temporary local speed ramps will
be installed every 500m on critical
sections, enforcing speeds of
40km/h.

d Codeine-based cough
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. syrups and pain medication,
confiscated alongside the
dagga during the bust.

Forty tightly packed bales of dagga, worth an estimated R1.5
million, seized from the truck.

Thabazimbi — A major drug bust has put two foreign nationals behind
bars after they were caught with a truckload of dagga and codeine-
based medicines on the R510 near Lephalale.

On Saturday, 13 September 2025, members of Northam SAPS,
Thabazimbi SAPS, and Zimbi Security swooped in on the vehicle
following a tip-off. Their swift action uncovered 40 bales of Swazi
dagga valued at R1.5 million, along with assorted codeine-based
medicines and painkillers worth an estimated R500,000.

The suspects, identified as Cuthbert Derera (30) and Wishborn Fufa
(39), were unable to account for the origin of the illicit goods. Both
men were arrested on the spot and detained at Thabazimbi SAPS.
They made their first court appearance at the Thabazimbi Magistrates’
Court on Monday, 15 September 2025, facing charges of possession
of dagga and contravention of the Medicines and Related Substances
Act. The case has been postponed to 22 September 2025 for a formal
bail application.

Provincial commissioner of Limpopo, lieutenant general Thembi
Hadebe, commended the teamwork and vigilance of the officers.
Police investigations are ongoing.
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Vast stretches of veld near

thanks to swift action by Thaba

without injuries.

Flames raged

. night, but by
" 00:30 Thaba Fire
. & Rescue had the
,' fire contained.

Mooivallei went up in flames
on Tuesday afternoon, but

Fire & Rescue and Wilmed
EMS, the fire was contained

PRICE REDUCED
FROM R3,300,000 to

R2,900,000

(R2.9 million)

View by appointment only,
INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY

Lease income on this
property is more than
20 year bond repayment if
you don’t pay any deposit.

Bk,

Platina Drive No. 10, Thabazimbi, Limpopo, 1387, Size: 9,078 m?
(Nine thousand and seventy-eight square metres)

Contact Seller:

Details: « Current lease agreement in place for the property (can be
upheld or cancelled). « Registered tower lease on a 10m x 10m section
of the property, with annual escalation, registered against the title deed.

Property Features: « Main Office Building: Includes boardroom, open-plan area, private offices, small kitchen,
and separate men’s and ladies’ toilets. « Security Office with steel lockers * Ablution Block: Showers, toilets, and
additional office/storage space * 8 x Lockup Units: Each 6.3m deep x 3.55m wide x 3.05m high ¢ 4 x IBR Sheds: Each
10.4m deep x 4.3m wide x 3.8m high + Large Lapa * Fenced off concrete slabs + Massive Industrial Concrete Slab
connecting all buildings and the lapa ¢ Extras: « Security system ¢ JoJo tank with pressure pump

Len Lombard | 081 389 2846

Thabazimbi — The brave volunteers of Thaba Fire
& Rescue faced a challenging few days as three
separate veld fires broke out between 13 and
16 September 2025. Working side by side with
emergency partners and community members,
they battled the blazes until all were safely under
control.

Please note: these incidents do not include the
fire at Neon Moon pub in Thabazimbi, which will
be covered in a separate article.

Fire 1 - Ext 37 blaze

On Saturday evening, 13 September 2025, a fire
broke out behind Extension 37 at around 22:30.
Firefighters worked tirelessly for two hours and
finally declared the fire under control just after
midnight.

Fire 2 - Group 5 incident

On Sunday afternoon, 14 September, another
fire started near Group 5 at around 15:30. Thaba
Fire & Rescue, supported by Wilmed Emergency
Services, managed to secure the area by 19:30.

STANDING
ONG AGAINST
THE FLAMES

Thaba Fire & Rescue
tackles three major

veld fires in one week

Fire 3 - Mooivallei veld fire

Just two days later, on Tuesday, 16 September,
a veld fire ignited near Mooivallei shortly before
14:00. Crews remained on scene late into the
evening, with final monitoring completed after
01:00 the next morning. Fortunately, no injuries
were reported, though large tracts of grassland
were lost to the flames. Wilmed EMS once again
provided critical assistance on site.

COMMUNITY HEROES AT WORK

Thaba Fire & Rescue is a non-profit organisation
run by volunteers who dedicate their own time,
fuel, and resources to protect the community.
Director Angelique Loots emphasised the
importance of ongoing community support:
“Every call-out reminds us why we do this — to
protect lives, homes, and the environment. But
we cannot do it alone. We are ordinary people
giving our time and resources for an extraordinary
cause. Community donations and support keep
our teams moving.”

'n Plakboek vir die Eeue

AMELIA BERGSMA BRING HULDE AAN M.E.R.

Swellendam/ Thabazimbi/ Spitskop — Met
toewyding, familieverbintenis en baie ure
se werk het Amelia Bergsma van Spitskop
onlangs ’'n kosbare plakboek voltooi oor die
bekende Afrikaanse skrywer Maria Elizabeth
Rothmann (M.E.R.). Die plakboek is betyds
per koerier na Komnader, M.E.R. se historiese
huis in Swellendam, gestuur om deel te wees
van die uitstalling wat tydens die vyfdae lange
feesvieringe vanaf 28 Augustus 2025 geopen is.
Die fees was ter viering van M.E.R. se 150ste
geboortedag, wat ook saamval met die viering
van 100 jaar Afrikaans as amptelike taal. Amelia,
'n oudonderwyser van Hoérskool Frikkie Meyer
en 'n bekende gesig in Thabazimbi, vertel dat sy
reeds sedert die 1970’s begin het om knipsels en
foto’s van M.E.R. te bewaar.

“Sy was my ouma se suster. Toe sy 95 word, het
ek begin om alles oor haar te bére. Na haar 100ste
verjaarsdag, net tien dae voor sy oorlede is, was
sy weer groot in die nuus. Ek het geweet hierdie
stukkies moet saamgehou word,” sé Amelia.
Hoewel die werk jare lank geslaap het, het sy dit
in 2025 uiteindelik klaar laat tik, gerangskik en
afgerond. Sy sé met 'n glimlag: “Ek kan glad nie
tik nie! Ek tik net met my pinkie op my selfoon.
Die netjiese tikwerk is geduldig gedoen deur my
vriendin Susan Visser — sonder haar sou ek dit
nie betyds klaar gekry het nie.”

Amelia erken dat sy gewonder het of sy dit ooit
sou afrond: “In April het ek nog net by bladsye 1,
2, 3 en 4 getrek, en verder net na die bokse vol
foto’s en uitknipsels gesit en kyk. Ek was totaal
verlore. Ek het regtig nie gedink ek gaan betyds
klaarkry nie.” Gelukkig was die projek net betyds
voltooi en kon sy dit met trots vir die uitstalling
stuur.

Amelia en haar broer en suster het self die fees
in Swellendam bygewoon en onder meer die
uitstalling gaan bekyk. Die foto waar sy by die
plakboek staan, is daar geneem. Omdat hulle
familie is van M.E.R., is hulle as eregaste genooi
na die Saterdag se eenvrouvertoning TaMiem van
Swellendam deur Bettie Kemp.

Hoewel jonger geslagte moontlik minder vertroud
is met M.E.R., was haar invloed enorm. Sy
het 'n sleutelrol gespeel in die vorming van die
Afrikaanse letterkunde, was 'n baanbreker as
opvoeder en skrywer, en haar werk leef voort as
'n “boublok van Afrikaans.”

Met die plakboek nou deel van Komnader se
permanente uitstalling, bly Amelia se werk 'n
tasbare herinnering aan hoe familie, passie en
deursettingsvermoé kan help om 'n erfenis vir die
toekoms te bewaar.

Amelia Bergsma, 6udonderwyser van Hoérskool Frikkie Meyer en
inwoner van Spitskop, by die kosbare plakboek wat sy saamgestel

het oor die Afrikaanse skrywer M.E.R., oorhandig by Komnader in
Swellendam tydens die 150ste verjaarsdagviering.
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Van links: Nimroe Lategang, Juan Bekker, 4
¢ Michael Harmse, Juandre Erasmus, en
Misha van Zyl (Candi Solar).
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% | Van links: Esmé Behrens"saam met die BMO 2025 Wenners,
Mariska Louwrens en die BMO direkteure. Wynand Smit en Paul Prinsloo.

B M o G h Ifd Thabazimbi — Die jaarlikse
0 ag Bosveld Misdaad Ondersoeke
y . (BMO) gholfdag, wat op
n GI'OOt SUkses VIF s September 2025 vir die

. . vierde keer by die Thabazimbi
Thabazimbi se Gemeenskap  croifiub aangebied is, was
weer 'n groot sukses. Met
108 gholfspelers en die ruim
ondersteuning van talle borge,
het die dag nie net vermaak
y : en gemeenskapsamewerking
Vol ™ S _ : gebring nie, maar ook
(T, ‘{\ i ' ! broodnodige fondse ingesamel.
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Onder leiding van oud-SAPD Kolonel Sakkie
Louwrens beskik die organisasie oor unieke
kundigheid en ervaring, wat dit moontlik maak
om saam met die polisie ernstige misdade te
ondersoek — soos die onlangse Ohrigstad-
moorde — en te help om suksesvolle vervolgings
en vonnisopleggings te verseker.

Die gholfdag was moontlik danksy die ruim
bydraes van die borge insluitende AB Labour
Services, Bertie Joubert Eiendomme, Candi Solar,
Ford Thabazimbi, Ingwe Waste Management,
Kransberg Auto Spares, MEGS Ysterberg,
Northam Toyota, Numzaan Safaris, Onika
Leather, Panarottis Thabazimbi, Victor Potgieter
Makelaars, Ultra Liquor Thabazimbi, Wesbank,
WestPack Thabazimbi, en vele meer.

“Die ondersteuning van ons gemeenskap maak
hierdie belangrike werk moontlik,” sé Sakkie
Louwrens, direkteur van BMO. “Namens die
BMO-direksie, insluitend Anton Barnard en Victor

Chanté Lottering BMO is 'n nie-winsgewende organisasie toegewy Potgieter, wil ek ons opregte dank uitspreek
(links) en Anton aan die bekamping van plaasaanvalle, moorde aan elke borg, deelnemer en ondersteuner.

Barnard Junior (AB

! Labour Services). I en stropery deur die bevordering van suksesvolle Julle dra direk by tot 'n veiliger toekoms vir ons

vervolgings en vonnisopleggings.

Pasgemaakte,
verpersoonlike
sonkrag vir besighede.

gemeenskap.”
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>candi.

# § \ Solar, made simple.

Sny jou elekirisiteitskoste met tot 50%.

Geen vooruitbetaling.
Volle eienaarskap. Ons dra die risiko.

Kontak ons gerus by info@candi.solar of 082 831 0180
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All correspondence must be directed to the Municipal Manager website and e-tender portal) All correspondence must be directed to the Municipal Manager . . L
Makwalo otlhe a lebiswe go Mookamedi wa Masepala Makwalo otlhe a lebiswe go Mookamedi wa Masepala project in Thabazimbi Local
Municipality of the Waterberg
> - = © Tender documents are obtainable from the municipal website and municipal offices. District in Limpopo Province.
BID Contact 825 =g 2 E - Below are the significant details per project.
Bid Description Evaluation criteria 235|588 g=| 8
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_ ] » V. Makobe g Regorogile Ext | ~ personnel Equires:
N.B:The reference letter njust supp'ort similar/ | 072826 > 586 (40) V Makobe —
same ?ppomtnjent letter. (if th(.a bidder 5807 u 072 826 5897
provides different appointment = 80/20
letter to the reference letter the & Formula
municipality will not consider the & a)Price (80)
. o
reference letter as part of evaluation). & b)Specific
Reference letter must contain email address, Goal
telephone number, contract amount and the
period. Failure to adhere wil result in municipality A compulsory briefing session will be held on the dates and times specified above at the community services offices,
not considering the reference letter:.30 Points Thabazimbi Municipality Regorogile Office, Shai drive.
Director's Professional Registration with The bids are to be deposited in the tender box of Thabazimbi Local Office at Thabazimbi by the closing date and time as
SACPLAN: 20 Points | Methodology: 20 Points | above mentioned where after they are open in public. No late telefaxed or document found in any other places or proposal
TOTAL: 100 Points from service providers who have not attended the compulsory briefing session will not be considered.
All completed Bid documents to be submitted Bidders should take note of the following bidding conditions:
Mr. GC Letsoalo | . tpahazimbi Local Municipality; 1. Thabazimbi Municipality Supply Chain Management Policy shall apply in the evaluation and awarding of the Tender.
CA(SA) ) 2. Thabazimbi Municipality does not bind itself to accept the lowest tender reserves the right to accept the whole or part of
Municioal TenderBox; 7 RIETBOK )
unicipa STREET Thabazimbi:0380 the Tender and reserves not to appoint.
Manager ’ ’ 3. The Bid validity shall be 90 (Ninety) days from the date of closure.
SCORING FORMULA (80/20) 4. Bidders must provide proof of the following to avoid disqualification: CSD report not older than three (3) months ,
Date: 17/9/2025 | The scoring formula (80/20) will be used SAPS certificate , ID copy Copies of all directors , statements of municipality rate and taxes for both company and
1. All quotations will be evaluated in terms of preferential points system as prescribed in the preferential procurement director(s) (not older than 3 months)/ letter from traditional authority not older than 3 months/ lease agreement, key
; i personnel/personnel/service team'’s experience (attach certified copies of qualification and CV; ompany registration
policy regulation of 2022. 1/ I/ team’ (attach certified f qualificat d CV;CKIC trat
2. Please note: 1.(a) Section 217 of the Constitution of the Republic of Republic of South Africa requires an organ of state valid tax pin, proof of work experience (attach relevant appointment letter).All the relevant returnable documents are
to contract for goods and services in accordance with a system which is fair, equitable, transparent, competitive, and attached to the document. ) )
cost effective. (b) No bid () will be accepted from a person in the service of the state. (c) No telegraphic, telefax and 5. The minimum score for funct|ong|l|ty will be as stated above and bidders who score below will not be evaluated further
late bids will be accepted. (d) The lowest bid/proposal will not be accepted, and the Municipality reserves the right to on price and specific goals specified for the tender.
accept where applicable a part of portion of any bid or where possible accepts bids or proposal from multiple bidders.
(e) Municipal Supply Chain Management policy and Preferential Procurement policy Framework Act No 5 of 2000 and Mr GC Letsoalo (CA) SA | MUNICIPAL MANAGER

its regulations (2022) will be applied.

3. To claim preference points for specific goals. A. locality ~-Where the tenderer is the owner of the property of the
company, shall submit a Municipal rates and taxes registered in the name of the tenderer, where the tenderer is not the
owner of the property of the company (A valid lease agreement or Affidavit from the property owner that the address
used to claim points is being rented out to the tenderer) B. Youth, Women, Locality and HDIs — The bidders must

Northam Rhinos Roar On!

submit ID documents for them to be able to claim points. Bidders who fail to submit the relevant documents will not get Setaria — The Northam Platinum Rhinos Rugby Club have once again
shown their strength, successfully defending the coveted CEO Cup.

Assistant coach Flip de Kock praised the team’s effort and commitment,

20 points

noting that preparations are already underway for the next big challenge —
the Gold Cup National Club Championships, which kick off on 27 September

S o U L F 0 O D WANT TO PLACE AN ADVERT? 2025. With momentum on their side and the community’s support behind them, the
Rhinos are determined to carry their winning spirit onto the national stage. For more information,
CALL 01 4 592 3257 contact assistant coach Flip de Kock on 076 791 4659.
EPHESIANS 5:1-2

1 Therefore be imitators
of God as dear children.
2 And walk in love, as

Do you think a day will come when you can walk down the street Do you entertain people and

. . . . I add value to their lives, or
without constantly feeling like you might become a target of crime? do you simply drain them?

' . . . . . . . Everyday interactions either uplift or exhaust.
Ch rlSt aISO h as |Oved us ) _Accordlng to the _Iatest natloanI crime stats, South Afrlc_a records over 70 murders a day. Many citizens live with constant_ Some people bring laughter, encouragement,
vigilance. Do you believe change is possible — where walking freely and safely down the street could one day become a reality? ) :
. . and light, while others leave those around them
a nd g iven H | mself fOI’ US, feeling drained. Reflect honestly: are you a source
ﬁ_- . d f ' of joy and inspiration, or do you take more than
an ofrrering ana a sacrifice “Thabazimbi was eens 'n you give?
trotse, veilige dorp, maar Here’s how you can participate. Email us at
to GOd for a “NZ- W?thsoVetfh?fmurq?rs Seie’tt t;ietmynbttedrytfbgelrgou news@platinumbushvelder.co.za or WhatsApp
H a day in South Africa, it's ehinetons stragtbee our response to 081 579 7000.
Sweet_sme I I | ng hard to imagine a time when verander. Waar ons vroeér il lud F:h following:
walking freely and safely met oop deure en vensters .n$ ude the fo .c:{wmg. N
aroma. will be possible. Many of kon slaap, leef ons nou agter our answer: Yes or No

* Why? We want to hear from you!

» Arecent photo — We’d love to publish your pic
alongside your answer!

* Your town/city

* Deadline — Be sure to send your response

slot en grendel te midde
van bendes, haweloses en
dwelms. My hoop is dat ons
weer sonder vrees sal kan
stap, en dat ons kinders weer

us already live in constant
vigilance, and the stats
make hope for real change
feel out of reach.”

NEW KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV)

Thabang Makakaba, viy in die straat en parkies sal before 12:00 on Monday, 22 September 2025.
Northam kan speel soos in die ou dae.” Vote results: The outcome of the poll will be
featured in our next issue. Be a part of our
Tanyia Botha, Thabazimbi community’s story! P.S.: Don’t forget, you can also
voice your opinion on our Facebook post about
this topic. Join the
. N 970/ YE 30/ conversation!
PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN! NO o YE° 3%
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